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PUBLICATIONS (cont.) RISSER-2

• (Edited) Heidegger Toward the Turn: The Work of the 1930s. Edited by James Risser. 
(Albany: SUNY Press, 1999). 

• Hermeneutics and the Voice of the Other: Re-reading Hans-Georg Gadamer's Philosophical
Hermeneutics.  (Albany: SUNY Press, 1997). Chinese translation: Peking University Press,
2021.

• Truth and Aesthetic Experience in Kant's Critique of Judgement. Ph.D. Dissertation. (Ann
Arbor: University Microfilms International, 1978).

B. Journals
• Guest Editor, Duquesne Journal of Phenomenology, vol. 1 (2020). Topic: Hermeneutics

Today.
• Co-Editor, Philosophy Today, vol. 52 (2008). Supplement Issue: The Expanding Horizons of

Continental Philosophy.  Selected Papers from SPEP.
• Co-Editor, Philosophy Today, vol. 51 (2007). Supplement Issue: Refiguring Continental

Philosophy.  Selected Papers from SPEP.
• Co-Editor, Philosophy Today, vol. 50 (2006). Supplement Issue: Dispossessions and

Discordance. Selected Papers from SPEP.
• Guest Editor, Continental Philosophy Review, vol 33, No. 3 (2000).  Special Issue: Hans-

Georg Gadamer Centennial Celebration.
• Guest Editor, Research in Phenomenology, vol. 29 (1999). Topic: The Claims of History.
• Guest Editor, Research in Phenomenology, vol. 26 (1996). Topic: Reason and Community.

C. Articles 
• “Language Without Sentences: The Rhythmic Nature of Art,” in Gadamer on Art and

Aesthetic Experience: Rethinking Hermeneutic Aesthetics Today, eds. Stefano Marino and
Elena Romagnoli (Albany: SUNY Press, 2024), forthcoming.

• “The Furtherance of Life as the Bridge between Nature and Freedom in Kant’s Critical
Philosophy,” in Kant and the Feeling of Life, ed. Jennifer Mensch (Albany: SUNY Press,
2024), 41-55.

• “Hans-Georg Gadamer,” in Encyclopedia of Phenomenology, ed. Nicolas de Warren and
Theodore Toadvine (Berlin: Springer, 2023), https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-47253-5 . 

• “The sensibility of Understanding as Practical Philosophy.” Research in Phenomenology,
vol. 53.2 (2023): 223-233.

• “On Language and the Universality of Hermeneutics,” in Gadamer’s Truth and Method: A
Polyphonic Commentary, eds. Greg Lynch and Cynthia Nielsen (Lanham, MD: Roman &
Littlefield, 2022), 245-262.

• “Interpreting the Sense of Art,” in Philosophy, Art and the Imagination: Essays on the Work
of John Sallis, ed. James Risser (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill NV, 2022), 118-128.

• “The Task of Understanding in Arendt and Gadamer.” Arendt Studies, vol. 5 (2021): 145-
159.

• “Philosophical Hermeneutics, Language and the Communicative Event,” in The Cambridge
Companion to Gadamer, 2nd revised ed., ed. Robert J. Dostal (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2021), 93-116.

• “Poetry, Art, and the Arts,” in The Gadamerian Mind, eds. Theodore George and Gert-Jan
van der Heiden (New York: Routledge, 2021), 49-60. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-47253-5


https://dsc.duq.edu/dsp/vol1/iss1/8/
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PUBLICATIONS (cont.) RISSER-4

• “On Mimesis and the Imaginary,” in On the True Sense of Art: A Critical Companion to 
Transfigurements of John Sallis, eds. Jason Wirth et. al. (Evanston: Northwestern Univ.
Press, 2015), 50-59.

• “ /Conversation,” in The Routledge Companion to Hermeneutics, eds. Jeff Malpas and
Hans-Helmut Gander (New York: Routledge, 2014), 335-344.

• “Hermeneutics and the Linguisticality of the Christian Word,” in Hermeneutics Between
Faith and Reason, eds. Gert-Jan van der Heiden and Philippe Van Haute (Nijmegen, 2014),
141-152.

• “The Humanities as the Art of Imagination.” Voyages: Journal of Contemporary Humanism 3
(2014), http://voyagesjournal.org/. 

• “A Response to My Commentators.” Philosophy Today, vol 58:1 (Winter 2014): 117-123.
• “On The Threefold Sense of Mimesis in Plato’s Republic.” Epoche: A Journal for the

History of Philosophy, vol. 17, 2 (Spring 2013): 249-256.
• “Plato’s Paradigm for Hermeneutics,” in Internationale Jahrbuch für Hermeneutik 11, ed.

Günter Figal (Tübingen: Mohr/Siebeck, 2012), 81-93.
• “On Freedom in Another Sense.” Epoche: A Journal for the History of Philosophy, vol. 17,

1 (Fall 2012): 99-109.
• “Finding the Measure of Reason in Gadamer’s (Platonic) Hermeneutics,” in Hermeneutic

Rationality, eds. Maria Luísa Portocarrero, et. al. (Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2012), 87-96. 
• “Shared Life” reprinted in Cultural Politics and Identity, eds. Barbara Weber, et. al. (Berlin

LIT Verlag, 2011), 49-60. 
• “Where Do We Find Words for What We Cannot Say?: Language and Experience in the

Understanding of Life,” in Gadamer’s Hermeneutics and the Art of Conversation, ed.
Andrzej Wierciski (Berlin: LIT Verlag, 2011), 221-230. 

• “The Lateness of Arrival in the Event of Understanding,” in Internationale Jahrbuch für
Hermeneutik 2010, ed. Günter Figal (Tübingen: Mohr/Siebeck, 2011), 29-40.

• “Hermeneutic Experience and the Demands of Interpretation: On Beginnings,” in 
Gegenständlichkeit und Objektivität, ed. Friederike Rese, David Espinet and Michael
Steinmann (Tübingen: Mohr/Siebeck, 2011), 206-217.

• “On the Hermeneutics of Hermeneutic Phenomenology,” in Internationale Jahrbuch für
Hermeneutik 2009, ed. Günter Figal (Tübingen: Mohr/Siebeck, 2010), 19-33.

• “Philosophy and Politics at the End of Metaphysics,” in Between Nihilism and Politics: The
Hermeneutics of Gianni Vattimo, ed. Silvia Benso and Brian Schroeder (Albany: SUNY
Press, 2010), 167-182.

• “Gadamer’s Hidden Doctrine: On the Simplicity and Humility of Philosophy,” in
Consequences of Hermeneutics, ed. Jeff Malpas and Santiago Zabala (Evanston:
Northwestern University Press, 2010), 5-24.

• “The Demand of Freedom in Kant’s Critique of Judgment.” Comparative and Continental
Philosophy, vol. 1 (2009): 89-104.

• “Ideality, Memory and the Written Word,” in Internationale Jahrbuch für Hermeneutik
2008, ed. Günter Figal (Tübingen: Mohr/Siebeck, 2009), 27-40.

• “Discourse, Dialectic, and the Art of Weaving.” Epoche: A Journal for the History of
Philosophy, vol. 13, 2 (Spring 2009): 291-298.

• “The Incapacity of Language.”  The Journal for the British Society for Phenomenology, vol.
40 (2009): 300-311.

http://voyagesjournal.org/


PUBLICATIONS (cont.) RISSER-5

• “Saying and Hearing the Word: Language and the Experience of Meaning in Gadamer’s
Hermeneutics.” Journal of Ultimate Reality and Meaning, vol. 30, 2 (2007): 146-155.

• “Minnets gemenskap I Gadamer’s hermeneutik,” in Det främmande I det egna, ed. Jonna
Bernemark (Huddinge: Södertörn Philosophical Studies 4,  2007), 77-87.

• “On the Continuation of Philosophy: Hermeneutics as Convalescence,” in Weakening
Philosophy: Festschrift in Honor of Gianni Vattimo, ed. Santiago Zabala (Montreal:
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2006), 184-202; Spanish edition: “Sobredf–72��



PUBLICATIONS (cont.) RISSER-6

• “Hermeneutics Between Gadamer and Heidegger.” Philosophy Today, vol. 41 (Supplement
1997):  134-141. 

• “Philosophical Hermeneutics and the Question of Community.” Existentia, vol. VI-VII
(1996-97), 89-100.  Reprinted in Interrogating the Tradition, ed. John Sallis and Charles
Scott (Albany: SUNY Press, 2000), 19-35. 

• “The Voice of the Other in Gadamer's Hermeneutics,” in The Philosophy of Hans-Georg
Gadamer, LLP, ed. Lewis Hahn (LaSalle: Open Court, 1997), 389-402.

• “The Imaging of Truth in Philosophical Hermeneutics,” in Phenomenology, Interpretation,
and Community.  Selected Studies in Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, vol. 19,
ed. Lenore Langsdorf  and Stephen H. Watson (Albany: SUNY Press, 1996), 159-174.

• “Self-Portrait as Self-Image,” in Van Gogh 100: Papers from the Centenary Conference at
Hofstra University, ed. Joseph D. Masheck (Westport: Greenwood Press, 1996), 151-158.

• “Hermeneutics of the Possible: On Finitude and Truth in Philosophical Hermeneutics,” in
The Specter of Relativism: Truth, Dialogue, and Phronesis in Philosophical Hermeneutics,
ed. Lawrence K. Schmidt, (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1995), 111-128.

• “Reason's Entanglement,” in The Path of Archaic Thinking: Unfolding the Work of John
Sallis, ed. Kenneth Maly, (Albany: SUNY Press, 1994), 169-180.

• “Poetic Dwelling in Gadamer's Hermeneutics.” Philosophy Today, vol. 38, no. 4 (Winter
1994): 369-379. 

• “The Remembrance of Truth: The Truth of Remembrance,” in Hermeneutics and Truth, ed.
Brice Wachterhauser, (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1994), 123-136.

• “Communication and the Prose of the World: the Question of Language in Gadamer and
Merleau-Ponty,” in Merleau-Ponty in Contemporary Perspective, ed. Patrick Burke and Jan
Van der Veken (Boston: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1993), 131-144.

• “Siting Order at the Limits of Construction: Deconstructing Architectural Place.” Research
in Phenomenology, vol. 22 (1992):  62-72.

 • “The Ontology of Hermeneutics.” ellipsis, vol. 1, no. 2 (Fall 1991):  209-224.
• “Reading the Text.”Continental Philosophy IV: Gadamer and Hermeneutics, ed. Hugh

Silverman (New York: Routledge, 1991), 93-105.
• “Reading Nietzsche.” Man and World: An International Review, vol. 23 (1990):  361-373. 
• “Two Faces of Socat* `�

in Phenomenology, vol. 22 (

• “Two F Archl  vol• “Two Faces of Socat*orld: i���ll 1991):  20<l 1991):  20� e, 199�“Two Faces of Socat*, vol-VI0):  361-373. €�� awrence K. Schmidt, (Evanston:!Borthw`�“Two Faces of Socat*

The Specter of Relativism: Truth, Dialoa�ÆS¢�÷�Ss"à

• “Two Faces of Socat*s He





PRESENTATIONS (cont.)                                  RISSER-8

• “Understanding and the Political: Lessons from Arendt and Gadamer.” International
Hermeneutics Colloquium, Universität Salzburg, Austria, July 2019. Also presented
(keynote address) at the North American Society for Philosophy Hermeneutics, University
of Oregon, October 2019.

• “Agamben’s Hermeneutics” (keynote address). Australian Society for Continental
Philosophy, Western Sydney University, November 2018.

• “Interpreting the ‘Sense’ of Art.” SSPC Annual Symposium–John Sallis: A Celebration of
His Work, Duquesne University, October 2018.  

• “Remarks on “What are Hermeneuts for?” Society for Phenomenology & Existential
Philosophy, Penn State University, October 2018.

• “Caputo’s Interpretation of Hermeneutics.” North American Society for Philosophical
Hermeneutics, North Central College, September 2018.

• “Agamben’s ‘Demand’ and the Fate of Hermeneutics.” International Hermeneutics
Colloquium, Universität Freiburg, Germany, June 2018.

• “Interpreting the ‘Sense’ of Music” (keynote address).  Comparative Continental Philosophy
Circle, Bath, England, April 2018. 

• “Humanitas and Animalitas after Heidegger: Re-thinking the Question of Humanism.”
Society for Phenomenology and the Human Sciences, Memphis, TN, October 2017. Also
presented at the College of Fellows Conference, Western Sydney Univ., November 2017.

• “Logos, for example.” International Hermeneutics Colloquium, Universität Freiburg,
Germany, July 2017.

• “Ethical Hermeneutics.” Conference on “The Idioms of Ethical Life.” Pennsylvania State
University, October 2016.

• “Hermeneutic Considerations for Understanding Music.” International Hermeneutics
Colloquium, Universität Freiburg, Germany, July 2016. Also presented at North American
Society for Philosophical Hermeneutics, Texas A&M University, September 2016.

• “Re-thinking the Relation Between Humanitas and Animalitas after Heidegger.”
Comparative Continental Philosophy Circle, Taipei, Taiwan, March 2016. 

• “Sensible Humanism.” International Hermeneutics Colloquium, Universität Freiburg,
Germany, July 2015.

• “On the Phenomenon of Silence in the Work of (Poetic) Language.” Nordic Society for
Phenomenology, Södertörn University, Stockholm, April 2015.

• “Identity in Global Communication: The Otherness of Florence.” Conference on
“Transnational Florence,” Gonzaga-in-Florence, Italy, February 2015. 

• “The Art of the Example in Plato’s Statesman.” Conference on Plato’s Statesman, Boston
College, November 2014.

• “Image and Imagination in Gadamer’s Hermeneutics.” Pacific Association for Continental
Thought, Loyola Marymount University, October 2014.

• “The Place of Imagination in Philosophical Hermeneutics.” International Hermeneutics
Colloquium, Universität Freiburg, Germany, July 2014.

• “Heidegger’s Ethics of History (with reference to Agamben).” North Texas Heidegger
Symposium, University of Dallas, April 2014. Also presented, The Heidegger Circle, St.
Petersburg, May 2014.



PRESENTATIONS (cont.) RISSER-9

• “Sensuous Knowing in Kant’s Aesthetics.” Comparative Continental Philosophy Circle,
Santa Barbara, March 2014. Also presented, European Society for Aesthetics, Dublin, June
2015.

• “The Humanities as the Art of Imagination.” Conference on “The Capacity for
Renaissance,” Gonzaga-in-Florence, Italy, February 2014. 

• “Response”/Current Research Book Session. Society for Phenomenology and Existential
Philosophy, Eugene, OR, October 2013.  

• “The Journey of Philosophy: The Significance of the Concluding Myth in Plato’s Republic.”
“The Last Chapter” Conference, Lehigh University, October 2013.

• Response to Author Meets Critics Session, North American Society for Philosophical
Hermeneutics, DePaul University, September 2013.

• “The Ethics of History.” Collegium Phaenomenologicum, Cittá di Castello, Italy, July 2013.
• “Locating Shared Life in the ‘Thou’: Historical and Thematic Considerations.” International

Conference: Discovering the We, University College Dublin, Dublin, May 2013.
• “Historicity as Effective History.” International Conference: The Phenomenon of History,

University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, April 2013.
• “A (New) Paradigm for Hermeneutics.” International Conference: Interpreting Philosophical

Classics: East-West, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, February 2013.
• “Paradigms and Models in Plato’s Sophist.” Workshop on Plato’s Sophist, Seattle

University, November 2012.
• “Gadamer and Levinas: A Discussion.” 10th Annual Psychology Conference for the Other,

Seattle University, November 2012.
• “Tragic Wisdom, Tragic Silence.” International Workshop: Phenomenology and the

Philosophies of the Tragic, University of Crete, Greece, June 2012.



PRESENTATIONS (cont.) RISSER-10

• “Hermeneutics and Dialectics: Gadamer’s Appropriation of Plato.” Conference on
Phenomenology and Ancient Greek Philosophy, Rethymnon, Greece, June 2010.

• “Hermeneutic Experience and the Demands of Interpretation: On Beginnings.” International
Conference: “Gegenständlichkeit und Objektivität,” Univ. Freiburg, Germany, May 2010.

• “Mimesis and the Imaginary.” Comparative Continental Philosophy Circle. Honolulu, April
2010.

• “On the Imperceptible.” Conference on the Imaginary, Gonzaga-in-Florence, Italy, February
2010. Also presented, Western Phenomenology Conference, San Francisco, April 2010.

• “On the Simplicity and Humility of Philosophy in Gadamer’s Hermeneutics.” Workshop on
Contemporary Philosophy, Boston College, October 2009.

• “Finding the Measure of Reason in Gadamer’s (Platonic) Hermeneutics.” International
Conference: “Phronetic Rationality,” Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal, October 2009.

• “On The Hermeneutics of Hermeneutic Phenomenology.” International Hermeneutics
Symposium, Universität Freiburg, Germany, July 2009.

• “Beyond the Letter.” Conference on Philosophy and Literature, Gonzaga-in-Florence, Italy,
February 2009.

• “The Flash of Beauty.” Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, Pittsburgh,
October 2008. Also presented, Comparative Continental Philosophy Circle, Asilomar, CA,
April 2009.

• “Hermeneutics and the Linguisticality of the Christian Word.” Christian Reasoning
Colloquium, Trinity Western University, Langley, BC, October 2008.

• “How Can We Understand the Pre-Modern Past? A Hermeneutic Discourse” (keynote
address). Conference on Pre-Modernity, Sigtuna, Sweden, August 2008.

• “Ideality, Memory, and the Written Word.” International Hermeneutics Symposium,
Universität Freiburg, Germany, July 2008.

• “Discourse, Dialectic, and the Art of Weaving.” Ancient Philosophy Society, New School
for Social Research, April 2008.

• “The Incapacity of Language.” British Society for Phenomenology, Oxford University,
England, April 2008.

• “Forming a Life With-One-another: Hermeneutics and the Promise of Community.”
Conference on The Problem of the Other in Contemporary and Traditional Philosophy,
Gonzaga-in-Florence, Italy, February 2008. 

• “The Fabric of Life.” North American Society for Philosophical Hermeneutics, Villanova
University, September 2007.

• “Distressed Memory: The Character of Understanding in Disposition and Exile.” North
American Society for Philosophical Hermeneutics, Gordon College, June 2006. Also
presented, International Symposium, Universität Freiburg, Germany, July 2006. 

• “The Movement of Language.” Conference on Truth and Language in Hermeneutic
Philosophy, Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen, The Netherlands, January 2006.

• “The Unfulfilled Word.” Conference on Phenomenology and Transcendence, University of
Nottingham, England, September 2005.

• “Hermeneutics, Language, Finitude.” International URAM Society, Regis College, Toronto,
August 2005.

• “The Community of Memory in Gadamer’s Hermeneutics.” Gadamer y Las Humanidades:
Encuentro internacional, UNAM, Mexico, November 2004.
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• “In Defense of Prejudice: Gadamer's Philosophical Hermeneutics.” Central Washington
University Philosophy Colloquium, December 1980.

C. Interviews
• KING-AM, Seattle, WA, “The Current State of Philosophy in American Culture,” Jan.1990.

SERVICE

A. Professional Service
• Organization Committee, Saying What We Mean: A Symposium on the Work of Eugene

Gendlin, Seattle University & International Focusing Institute, April 2021
• Co-organizer, ‘John Sallis: A Celebration of His Work’ Conference, Duquesne University,

November 2018.
• Executive Committee, North American Society for Philosophical Hermeneutics, 2012-15.
• Host/Organizer, North American Society for Philosophical Hermeneutics, Seattle

University, September 2010.
• Director, 2007 Collegium Phaenomenologicum, Cittá di Castello, Italy, July, 2007.
• Co-organizer, International Symposium, Universität Freiburg, Germany, July 2005, July

2008,  July 2010, June 2012, July 2015, July 2016.
• Executive Co-Director, Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, 2004-2007.
• Secretary-Treasurer, Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, 1999-2004     
• Co-organizer, International Merleau-Ponty Circle, Seattle University, October 1997.
• Director, 1997 Collegium Phaenomenologicum, Perugia, Italy, July, 1997.
• Advisory Book Selection Committee, Society for Phenomenology and Existential

Philosophy, 1995-96; Committee Chair, 1996-99.
• Chair, Local Arrangements, Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, Seattle,

Washington, September 1994.
• Career Opportunities Committee, American Philosophical Association, 1992-95.
• Co-organizer of the International Hermeneutics Symposium, Universität Heidelberg,

Germany, July, 1991-2003.
• Secretary-convener, Heidegger Conference, Seattle University, May 1990.
• Director, 1989 Collegium Phaenomenologicum, Perugia, Italy, July 1989.
• Program Committee, 62nd American Catholic Philosophical Association, April 1988.
• Program Chair, Nietzsche Society, October 1986-1989.
• Director, Western Phenomenology Conference (with the Pacific APA), June 1986 - 2020.
• Co-founder and Secretary, Northwest Society for Phenomenology, Existentialism, and

Hermeneutics, April 1981-2018.
• Executive Committee and Program Chair, Northwest Conference on Philosophy, Nov. 1981.

B. Seattle University-University (selected)
• University Rank and Tenure, 2013-2017
• University Core Policy Board, 2003-2012
• Academic Council, 1991-1994
• Evening College Advisory Board, 1989-1991
• Faculty Senate, 1982-1984 





THESES SUPERVISION///COMMITTEES RISSER-17

• 2024 PhD: “Friendship, or Whatever It Is: Understanding Nurse-Parent Relational
Complexity in Pediatric Oncology.” Katie M. Webber, University of Calgary. External
examiner. 

• 2024 PhD: “Hermeneutics of the Polis: Arendt and Gadamer on the Political World.” Jared
Highlen, Boston College. External examiner. 

• 2021 MA: “The Place of Phronesis in Gadamer’s Hermeneutics.” Lewis Rosenberg,
Western Sydney University. External examiner. 

• 2021 MA: “Being-in-the-world in Terms of Place and Its Relations to the Work of Art.”
Yuval Bar Sholom, Western Sydney University. External examiner.

• 2019 MA: “Conscience and Time,” Nicholas Stubbs, Western Sydney University. External
examiner.

• 2017 PhD: “The Platonic Origin of Hans-Georg Gadamer’s Philosophical Hermeneutics,”
Christopher Gibson, University of Ottawa. External examiner.

• 2017 MA: “Interpreting Auditory Verbal Hallucinations,” Pavan Brar, Seattle University.
Supervisor.

• 2012 PhD: “Self and Tradition: Historical Understanding and Social Life in Gadamer,”
Jerome Veith, Boston College. External examiner.

• 2007 PhD: “Hermeneutics and the Reconstitution of Universal Memory,” Jeffrey Simms,
University of Toronto. External examiner


