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 Truly Sisters: Arab Women and International Women’s Rights (under 

review at Stanford University Press) 
 
Books in Progress   

 
The Woman Question: The League of Nations and the Shaping of the  
International Women’s Rights System (Anticipated press submission  
2024)  
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(Routledge, 2022).  
 
2020 “Petitioning for Independence: Syrian and Lebanese Women’s Transnational 

Anti-Colonialism, 1919-1938” in Engendering Transnational Transgressions: From 
the Intimate to the Global, Eileen Boris, Sandra Dawson, and Barbara Molony, 
eds. (Routledge, 2020), 168-184.  

 
2020 “Activist as Expert: Representation from the French Mandate for Syria on the 

Committee of Experts on the Legal Status of Women” in Experts and Expertise in 
the League of Nations Mandates: Figures, Fields, and Tools, Philippe Bourmaud, 
Norig Neveu, & Changal Verdeil, eds. (INALCO Press), 121-140. 

 
2021   “Lebanese Women’s Transnational and International Collaborations at the  

League of Nations” and “Introduction” with Anny Gaul, Roundtable on  
Gendered Transnationalism in the Middle East & North Africa, Journal of Middle 
East Women’s Studies 17.2 (2021). 

 
2019  “Jerry Cans and Shrapnel Collections: Using Graphic Novels to Teach about the  

Lebanese Civil War,” Arab Studies Journal 27.2 (2019), 114-145.  
 
2019 
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Book Reviews 
 
2023    “Women’s International Thought: A New History,” Patricia Owens and  

Katharina Ritzler, eds. Women and Social Movements in the U.S. (Spring 
2023). 

 
   “Reading Marie al-Khazen’s Photographs,” Yasmin Nashabe Taan.  
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2014    Hybrid Course Conversion Grant, Rutgers University 
 
2013 - 2014   Institute for Research on Women Fellowship, Rutgers University 
    “Decolonizing Gender/Gendering Decolonization” Seminar 
 
2011 - 2012   Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis Fellowship, Rutgers University 

“Narratives of Power: New Articulations of Race, Gender, Sexuality, 
and Class” Seminar 

 
2008 - 2009   Fulbright IIE, Manama, Bahrain; Amman, Jordan  

Researched historical trends in the rights vocabularies used by women 
in Bahrain.  

 
 
INVITED TALKS  
 
2021 “Recording Feminist History: Anbara Salam Khalidi’s Memoir,” Orient-

Institut Istanbul, “Life Narratives and Gender: Voices of Women in the 
Near East and Eastern Mediterranean” Lecture Series, June 2 (Zoom) 

 
2019   
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CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION   
 
Panels Organized 
 
2023   “Affective and Disaffective Geographies in Global Studies of Feminism”  

and “Spatial Analysis in Global Studies of Feminism,” linked roundtables 
co-organized with Bonnie G. Smith, Berkshire Conference on the History 
of Women, Gender, and Sexualities, June 28-July 1.  

 
“Problems in the Global History of Feminism” co-organized with Bonnie 
G. Smith, American Historical Association Annual Meeting, January 5-8.  

 
2021   “Affective Internationalism: Inserting Emotion into Histories of  

International Governance,” American Historical Association Annual  
Meeting, January 7-10. (Virtual Conference) 

 
2020   “Rural Imaginaries and the Making of Modern Lebanon,” co-organized  

with Jeremy Randall, Middle East Studies Association Conference,  
October 10-13. (Virtual Conference) 
 
“Women’s Transnational Environmental Activism in the Middle East & 
North Africa,” co-organized with Annelise DeVries, Berkshire Conference 
on the History of Women, Gender, and Sexualities, May 28-31. 
(Conference cancelled due to COVID19) 
 
“Continuities and Ruptures: Gender, Geopolitics, and the Making of the 
Modern Middle East,” co-organized with Kate Dannies, American 
Historical Association Annual Meeting, January 2-5.  

 

$#5

 

 
A;!"



ROBINSON · 8 
 
2016 “Digitizing Women's and Gender History: A Way Forward for the Field?” 

Middle East Studies Association Conference, November 17-20. 

 
“Shaping International Governance: The League of Nations and UN in 
the Middle East (1920-1985),” co-organized with Anat Mooreville, Middle 
East Studies Association Conference, November 17-20. 

 
2015  “Contesting the Meaning of ‘International’ Governance: Minorities and the 

League of Nations,” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, 
January 2-5. 

 
Papers Presented 
 
2022   “Solidarities Across Borders: Teaching and Writing Women, Gender, and  

Sexuality History in MENA” Roundtable, Middle East Studies Association 
Conference, December 1-4.  

 
   “Syro-Lebanese Women and the ‘Woman Question’ in the Interwar  

Mediterranean,” British Society for Middle East Studies, St. Andrews,  
July 4-6.  
 
“World Sisterhood: The Asian-African Women’s Conferences and the 
Limits of International Feminist Solidarity, 1958-1961,” Associazione per 
gli Studi Africani in Italia, Urbino, June 29-July 1.  

2021    “New Paradigms in Transnational Feminism” Roundtable, Western  
Association of Women Historians Annual Conference, April 22-24.  
(Virtual Conference) 
 
“Arab Women and Anti-Colonial Sisterhood,” American Historical  
Association Annual Meeting, January 7-10. (Virtual Conference) 
 



ROBINSON · 9 
 

“Syrian Women’s Anti-Colonial Nationalist Organizing, 1918-1927,”  
American Historical Association Annual Meeting, January 2-5. 

 
2019 “Reaching Rural Women: The Village Welfare Society, Women’s Rights, 

and Development Discourse in Post-Independence Lebanon,” Middle 
East Studies Association Conference, November 14-17. 

 
   “The Committee of Experts on the Legal Status of Women and  

Measuring the Status of ‘All the World’s Women,’” A Century of  
Internationalisms Conference, Lisbon, September 18-22.  

 
2018  “Eveline Bustros and the Limits of Historical Biography,” Middle East 

Studies Association Conference, November 15-18. 
 

“Lobbying the League: Syrian and Lebanese Women’s Transnational  
Anti-Colonial Activism, 1920-1946,” International Federation for Research 
on Women’s History Conference, Vancouver, Canada, August 9-12.  
 
“Photos as Petitions: Documenting Colonial Abuses During the Syrian 
Revolt, 1925,” The First Century of Photography: Photography as 
History/Historicizing Photography in Ottoman Territories Workshop, 
Istanbul, Turkey, June 19-21.  

 
“Between “Arab” and “Eastern”: Women’s Conferences and Anti-
Colonial Identities in Interwar Syria,” French Colonial History Society 
Conference, May 31-June 2.  

 
2017  
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2013 ”Arab Women, The League of Nations, and the Politicization of Women’s 

Rights,” Harvard Conference on International History, March 14-15. 
 
2012 “Before the ‘Days of Rage’: Registers of Bahraini Women’s Activism,” 

Legal Reform and Political Change Affecting Women in the MENA Region, 
Oxford, June 12-13. 

 
“The Progressive Mystique: A Short History of State Feminism in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain,” BRISMES Graduate Section Annual Conference, 

June 11. 
 
“Tracing Transnationalisms: Pan-Arab Women’s Activism, 1920-1940,” 
Susan B. Anthony Institute’s 19th Annual Gender and Women’s Studies 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Conference, March 23-24. 

 
2011 Comment on the February 2011 uprising in Bahrain for a retirement 

symposium for Gene R. Garthwaite, Crossing at the Green: Dartmouth in 
the Middle East, April 8-9. 

 
2010 “Two Seas and Two Sides: Bahraini Women’s Activism, 1955 - 2005,” 

Columbia Middle East, South Asia and African Studies Conference, April 
15-17. 

 
Discussant 
 
2021 “New Perspectives in Gender History,” Middle East Studies Association 

Conference, November 29-December 3. (Virtual Conference).  
 
2018  “Identity-Construction through Embodiment, Language and Cinema in 



ROBINSON · 12 
 

Conference, Columbia University, April 3. 
 
 
CAMPUS TALKS 
 
2022 “Global, Historical Perspectives on Abortion” part of “What Next? The 

Dobbs Decision and Life After Roe vs. Wade” Lecture Series, November 
29.  

 
“St. Joan’s Alliance and the Shaping of the International Women’s Rights  
System,” Sponsored by the Institute for Catholic Thought and Culture,  
October 13.  

 
2020 “Votes for Women: A Brief History of Voter Suppression in the USA,” 

part of History Department’s “How Change Happens” lecture series, 
October 21.  

 
“Unwanted Immigrants: US Immigration and Naturalization Services and  
the Deportation of Syrian Women in the 1930s” at “Mind and Body: 
Gloria Anzaldúa, Xicanísma, and Beyond,” February 22.  

 
“Radical American Suffragists and the ERA in International Context.”  
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Women and Gender in the Modern Middle East  
Middle East and the United States since 1776  
Arab-Israeli Conflict  
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Seattle University 
 
2022-2023  University Core Learning Outcome Revision Working Group 
 
2015 - Present  Fulbright and Boren Selection Committees 
 
2016 - Present  Seattle University Undergraduate Research Association Conference  

Faculty Mentor/Commentator 
 
2016 - Present  
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Past Service:  
2020 College Strategic Plan Implementation Committee 
2020 Summer Faculty Fellowship Awards Selection Committee 
2017 - 2020  Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Executive Committee – Women 

and Gender Studies Program (elected position) 
2019 - 2020  Scholar of Islam search committee member – Theology and Religious  

Studies Department  
2016 - 2019   College of Arts and Sciences Global Affairs Committee 
2017    Student Assistantship Awards Selection Committee 
2015 - 2020   Convened the “Rights and Justice” Faculty Research Seminar 
 
Series, Panels or Talks Organized  
I organize at least two campus events a year.  
 
2021   “Conversation with Rebecca Sacks, Author of City of a Thousand Gates,”  

June 1.  
 
2021    “Conversation with a Human Rights Practitioner: Nicolette Waldman,  

Research Consultant in the Crisis Response Programme at Amnesty 
International,” May 26.  

 
2020 - 2021   “How Change Happens” Three-Part Virtual Lectures Series. The first  

panel (Fall 2020) focused on elections; the second (Winter 2021) on  
protests; the third on revolutions (Spring 2021). Each featured a panel of  
historians using historical examples to showcase different modes of  
political change.  

 
2020   “Critical Reflections on the Suffrage Centennial” Speakers Series, a year  

of events to raise awareness about the hundredth anniversary of the  
passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, which featured campus faculty  
experts and brought Dr. Julia Bowes (University of Hong Kong) to 
campus. Two additional events in the series were disrupted by COVID19.  

 
2020   “Laboring Toward the City of God: Catholicism and the NYC Labor  

Movement, 1870-1920,” with Dr. Patrick McGrath (University of Hong  
Kong), January 14. In collaboration with the Institute for Catholic Thought. 

 
2019   “Feminism for the Americas: The Making of an International Human  

Rights Movement,” with Dr. Katherine Marino (University of Los  
Angeles), May 21.  

 
2018    “Ambiguous Encounters: North African Soldiers and French Nurses 

during the First World War,” with Dr. Chris Rominger (University of 
North Florida), May 30.  
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“1948 at 70: Reflecting on the Past, Looking to the Future of the Arab- 
Israeli Conflict,” a two-part lecture series with Dr. Laura Robson 
(University of Portland, April 12) and Dr. Liora Halperin, (UW-Seattle 
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since 1820 (Alexander Street Press).  
 
2014 - 2016   Association of Middle East Women’s Studies Program Committee 
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
On average, I give two public talks in the Seattle area a year.  
 
2022    “Arab Women and the Question of Palestine in the Mandate Era,”  

Seattle Israeli Lecture Group, March 12. 
 
2020   “Buzzkill: Mosquitoes and the Shaping of the Modern World,” Zoom  

Lecture for the Seattle University Women’s Club, May 14. 
 
2019 - 2020   “Struggling for Sisterhood: A Global History of International Women’s  

Rights,” a six-part lecture series at the Seattle University Women’s Club, 
October - June. 

 
2019  “Democracy in Danger: The Middle East,” a panel discussion at Folio: The 

Seattle Athenaeum, October 21.  
 
2018 “The Origins of the Arab Women’s Movement,” a two-part lecture series 

at the Seattle University Women’s Club, August 15 and 22.  
 
2017 High school teacher training session about women and gender in the 

modern Middle East in collaboration with the World Affairs Council and 
the United States Department of State’s Global Classroom Program, 
November 1.  

 
2017  Lecture on history of the humanitarian crisis in Yemen for “A Luke 

Somers Retrospective: A Day in the Life of Yemen,” April 29.  
 
2017  Moderated World Affairs Council discussion with Daniel Beniam, 

“Challenges in the Middle East,” April 20. 
 
2016 - 2017 “The Syrian Refugee Crisis in Historical Perspective,” a six-part lecture 

series at the Seattle University Women’s Club, October - May. 
 
2017  Moderated World Affairs Council discussion with Reem Asaad, “Saudi 

Arabia and Socio-Economic Change in the Digital Age,” January 27.  
 
2016 Keynote address, “Beijing +21: The Beijing Platform for Action and its 

Impact on Women’s Rights Around the World Today,” at the Center for 
Women & Democracy’s “State of Women in the World,” November 17. 
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LANGUAGE TRAINING 
 
Arabic - fluent in Levanti colloquial; reading proficiency 
French - speaking proficiency; reading 
Italian - fluent; reading 
Spanish - basic speaking proficiency (presently learning the language); reading  
Latin - reading proficiency  
 


