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Jim Hanson 
Curriculum Vitae 

October 9, 2018 

 

Director of Forensics 

Instructor in Communication 

Seattle University 

901 12th Avenue 

Seattle, WA 98122 

360-536-1983 

hansonj@seattleu.edu 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D. 

Department of Communication Arts and Sciences 

University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California 

May, 1999 

 

M.A. 

Department of Speech Communication 

University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 

June, 1989 

 

B.A. 

Department of Speech and Broadcast 

Western Washington University, Bellingham, Washington 

August, 1987 

 

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 

 

2017 – CURRENT Instructor and Director of Forensics, Communication Department, Seattle 

University. Duties include teaching Argument in the Law; Public Speaking; 

Introduction to Speech Communication; and Directing the Speech and 

Debate Program including coaching Worlds style parliamentary debate 

and hosting tournaments (Seattle, Washington; 2017-current). 

 

mailto:hansonj@seattleu.edu
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2014 - CURRENT  Executive Director, Climb the Mountain Speech and Debate Foundation 

(501c3) which promotes and supports speech and debate programs. 

Responsibilities include establishing non-profit foundation, preparing and 

publishing instructional and coaching documents for speech and debate, 

managing and instructing speech and debate clinics and tournaments for 

coaches, students, and judges, and working with coaches to build their 

programs, and hosting summer debate camps (Greater Puget Sound 

area). 

2012 - CURRENT  President, West Coast Publishing (501c3) which provides content 

material for speech and debate programs. Responsibilities include 

establishing non-profit foundation, preparing, editing, and publishing 

speech and debate topic material and speech and debate textbooks; 

managing orders and handling coach requests for materials; hosted and 

taught at debate instruction seminars at high schools (Snoqualmie, 

Washington). 

 

 

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT AND VOLUNTEER WORK 

 

2015 – 2016 Volunteer Coach and Judge, Pacific Lutheran University. Responsibilities 

include coaching Worlds style debate, helping with program 

management, driving students to tournament, and judging. 

2014 – 2016 Debate Advisor and Speech and Debate Coach, Bellevue College. 

Responsibilities include coaching parliamentary debate, speaking events, 

coordinating travel, handling logistical matters, setting travel and practice 

schedules, and managing tournaments (Bellevue, Washington). 

1992 – 2016 Professor and Director of Forensics, Department of Rhetoric Studies, 

Whitman College. Duties include teaching Argument in the Law and 

Politics; Rhetorical Explorations: Race, Class and Gender; Political 

Campaign Rhetoric; First Amendment and Free Speech7(an)-2 287.33 Tm
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PERSONAL HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

2017  BC Academy Coaching Award 

2015  Thomas Foley Ambassador’s Award for promoting speech and debate. 

2014  Art Regier Volunteer of the Year for services to the Walla Walla High 

School Speech and Debate Program. 

2010  Tom Cronin Award for Environmental Excellence. 

2010  Lucy Keele Outstanding Contribution to the Debate Community Award. 

2006  Mellon Diversity Project Grant with Meghan Hughes and Robert 

Crenshaw. 

2005  Washington State Forensics Association Coach of the Year Award. 

2004  Ray Buchannan Coach of the Year Award recognized by Pepperdine 

University. 

2003  Coach of the Year Award recognized by the Coaches of the Year 

Committee at Wake Forest University. 

2003  Honorary Coaching Award, Whitman College. 

1991  University Teaching Award, Outstanding Teaching Assistant representing 

the Department of Communication Arts and Sciences, University of 

Southern California. 

1991  Outstanding Teaching Award, Department of Communication Arts and 

Sciences, University of Southern California. 

 

SPEECH AND DEBATE HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

1992 – CURRENT Coached over 2,000 elimination round participants, 60 CEDA Nationals 

elimination round teams, 31 NDT qualified teams including 12 teams that 

advanced to elimination rounds, 29 NPDA Nationals elimination rounds 

teams, 31 NPTE qualified teams including 22 that advanced to elimination 

rounds. I believe this is the most teams advanced to these elimination 

rounds and qualifying tournaments of any coach in the history of 

American forensics.  

1992 – CURRENT Coached over 500 individual events awards especially in extemporaneous 

and impromptu speaking but also in platform and interp events. 

2016 -- CURRENT Coached 22 teams to advance to elimination rounds at Stanford 

University’s national high school tournament including two semi-finalists 

and a first place team. 

2015-2017 Coached four appearances in finals with three championships in a row at 

Bellevue College in parliamentary debating. 
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2014  Coached first LD debater from Walla Walla High School ever to advance 

to the state championship elimination debates as well as students 

winning top 5 awards in State extemporaneous and impromptu speaking. 

2013  Coached NPTE Nationals 2nd Place Team, NPDA Nationals Top Speaker, 

National Championship NPDA Squad. 

2012  Coached CEDA Nationals 2nd Place Team, NPDA Nationals 2nd Place Team, 

National Championship NPDA Squad. 

2011  Coached NPTE Nationals 2nd Place Team, National Championship NPDA 

Squad. 

2010  Coached CEDA Nationals 2nd Place Team, National Championship NPDA 

Squad, NDT First Round bid (5th seed). 

2009  Coached CEDA Nationals 5th Place Team, National Championship NPDA 

Squad, NDT First Round bid. 

2008  Coached CEDA Nationals 5th Place Team, NPDA 10th place Squad. 

2007  Coached CEDA Nationals 5th Place Team, CEDA 10th place Squad, Smallest 

school in NDT history to qualify 3 teams. 

2006  Coached CEDA Nationals 5th Place Team, CEDA Nationals Record 6 of 6 

teams advance to elims, CEDA 10th place Squad, NDT 6th Place Varsity 

Squad. 

2005  Coached CEDA Nationals 5th Place Team, NPDA Nationals 2nd place Team, 

National Championship NPDA Squad, 9th Place NDT Varsity Squad. 

2004  Coached NPTE Nationals 2nd Place Team, NPDA Squad. 

2003  Coached NDT Semifinalist Team, NDT First Round Top 5 Team, CEDA 

Nationals 2nd Place Team. 

 

ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 

 

2017 Jim Hanson, “Outreach to grow Speech and Debate,” Texas Speech 

Communication Journal (Fall, 2017). 

2015 Jim Hanson, Breaking Down Barriers: How to Debate (Snoqualmie, 

Washington: West Coast Publishing). 

2013 Jim Hanson, et al, Argument in Context (Snoqualmie, Washington: West 

Coast Publishing). 

2010 Jim Hanson, Matt Schissler, and Ross Richendrfer, “The Fighting Words 

Doctrine: A History of Balancing Order and Liberty,” Free Speech 

Yearbook (Washington D.C.: National Communication Association, 2009-

10 
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2003 - 2009 Jim Hanson with Mike Meredith, Eric Chalfant, Dan Smith, Roberta Rice 

and Brian Simmonds, Brian Danielson, Glenn Kuper, Katie Imbeau, 

Nicholas Thomas, and Terrance Shuman, Dictionary of Forensics 

(Snoqualmie, Washington: West Coast Publishing). 

2002 – 2003 Vita
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1995  Jim Hanson, “Coaches can and should be involved in the research 

process,” Competitive Panel Presentation for the Speech Communication 

Association Convention (San Antonio, Texas). 

1995 Jim Hanson, “The Genre of Dissent: Justices Brennan and Marshall's 

Furman v. Georgia opinions,” Northwest Communication Association 

Convention (Coeur d’Alene, Idaho). 

1994 Matt Taylor, Jim Hanson, Charlotte Smith and Ryan Hagemann, “Policy 

Resolutions in CEDA: Has CEDA Abandoned Its Roots?,” Speech 

Communication Association Convention (New Orleans, Louisiana). 

1993 Jim Hanson, “A Rhetorical Response to Critical Legal Scholarship,” Top 

Three Paper Presentation for the Speech Communication Association 

Convention (Miami, Florida). 

1993 Jim Hanson, “Slouching toward Church,” Competitive Paper Presentation 

for the Speech Communication Association Convention (Miami, Florida). 

1993 Jim Hanson, “There is not just one judge: Debate as a Convergence of 

Audiences,” Panel Paper Submission for the Western States 

Communication Association Convention (Albuquerque, New Mexico). 

1992 Jim Hanson, “Judicial Decisions as Interwoven Texts: William Brennan and 

Thurgood Marshall reject the Death Penalty,” Competitive Paper Presentation 

for the Speech Communication Association Convention (Chicago, Illinois). 

1992 Jim Hanson, “Compensating Toxic Waste Victims: Judicial Performances 

in Sterling v. Velsicol,“ Competitive Paper Presentation for the Speech 

Communication Association Convention (Chicago, Illinois). 

1992 Jim Hanson, “The Ideology of Voices in William Rehnquist's Decision in 

United States v. Salerno,” Competitive Paper Presentation at the 
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SERVICE TO PROFESSION 

 

2000 – CURRENT  National Forensics Contact List Director. 

2008 –
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SERVICE TO DEPARTMENT AND COLLEGE 

 

2018 History of the Seattle University Comunication Department and the 

Debate Team. 

2018 Hiring Committee, Tenure Track position with rhetoric specialization. 

2017 Alumni Outreach effort, Seattle University. 

2001 – 2014  Hiring Committees (served on five hiring committees, three times as the 

chair). 

1995 – 2014 Advisor, Students at Whitman College. 

2002 – 2002 Member, Whitman College Library Committee. 

1993 – 2000 Instructor, Breakaways, Debating Contemporary Issues. 

1991 – 1992 President, Communication Graduate Student Association, University of 

Southern California. 

1992 Legislative Representative, for the University of Southern California at the 

Western States Communication Association Convention. 

1988 – 1989 MA Co-Chair, Speech Communication Graduate Student Association, 

University of Washington. 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ASSOCIATIONS 

 

1996 – CURRENT National Parliamentary Debate Association 

1992 – CURRENT Washington State Forensics Association 

1992 – CURRENT Northwest Forensics Conference 

1992 – CURRENT National Federation Interscholastic Speech and Debate Association 

1987 – CURRENT Western States Communication Association, most years 

1987 – CURRENT National Communication Association, most years 

1987 – 2018 American Forensic Association 

2001 – 2018  National Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence 

1997 – 2018 National Debate Tournament 

1987 – 2014 Cross-Examination Debate Association 
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REFERENCES 

 

1. Bob Withycombe 

Former Rhetoric Professor and Director of Forensics, Whitman College 

215 Fulton St 

Walla Walla, 99362 

509-520-8982 

withycombe@whitman.edu 

 

2. Denise Vaughan 

Director of Forensics, University of Washington at Bothell 

Former debate coach, Bellevue College 

18115 Campus Way NE 

Bothell, WA 98011 

425-352-5350 

deniseva@uw.edu 

 

3. Justin Eckstein 

Director of Forensics, Pacific Lutheran University 

12180 Park Avenue S. 

Tacoma, WA 98447 

253-535-8175 

ecksteja@plu.edu 

 

4. Adam Symonds 


