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2018  Activist Songbook, for voices with available instruments 

53 songs to counteract hate and energize movements, created with writer Aaron Jafferis 

Produced by Octopus Theatricals, music director Stephanie Tubiolo 

2023–2024, Wing Luke Museum Soundcheck! The Music We Make Exhibition, Seattle WA 

2021 Hopkins Center for the Arts Residency Workshops at Dartmouth College, Hanover NH 

2020 International Festival of Arts & Ideas 
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(2015)  Mo Sheng 墨声 Ink Sound, for string quartet 

Jan 15 & 18, 2015, Passenger String Quartet at the Frye Art Museum, Seattle WA 

 

2014  The Orphan of Zhao
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(2010)  Farewell: A Fantastical Contemplation on America's Relationship with China,  

for voice, er-hu, cello, percussion, bicycle wheels, cassette players, soundtrack 

Music for Spectrum Dance Theater choreographed by Donald Byrd 

Feb 18–20, 2010, The Moore Theater, 
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(2006)  Piao Zhu 飄 竹 Flying Bamboo, for voices, flute, mouth harp, harmonica, water, percussion 

2008-2012, 4Culture Touring Arts Roster 

May 6, 2006, Au Yong Ensemble at Seattle Asian Art Museum, Seattle WA 
 

Daughter, for voices, water gongs, and bass 

Feb 23, 2006, Music for ForeignAmerican Pictures Film at Consolidated Works, Seattle WA 
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2003  Home, for minyo singers, taiko ensemble 

Created with choreographer and taiko performer Michelle Fujii 

2003–2004 TAIKOPROJECT Tour 
 

  Two by Four, for nagauta voice, taiko 

2004-2008, Ōn Ensemble repertoire 

Aug 22, 2003, Grand Performances at California Plaza, Los Angeles CA 
 

  Crazy Eights, for taiko ensemble 

Mar 9, 2003, Ōn Ensemble at Stanford University, Palo Alto CA 
 

2002  Forbidden Circles, for soprano, shakuhachi, shamisen, 17-string koto, taiko 

Oct 20, 2006, Aura-J at International House New Hall, Tokyo Japan 

Oct 13, 2002,
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(2001)  Tian Wen 
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1995  Tree Wind Echo, for violin, harp 

Jul 1995, Ernest Bloch Music Festival, Newport OR 

 

  Cauldron, for two cellos 

  Feb 3–5, 1995, Young Composers Collective at WinterFest, Seattle WA 

 

1994  Five Stained Glass Elegies, for oboe, string trio 

May 19, 1994, Young Composers Collective at the OK Hotel, Seattle WA 

  

  Edge
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AWARDS 

2023  Best Opera, Nashville Scene 

2013  Bay Area Theater Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Original Musical 

2012  Edgerton Foundation New American Play Award 

2012  Sundance Institute/Time Warner Foundation Fellowship 

2011  Cornish College of the Arts Faculty Development Award 

2009  Jack Straw Productions Artist Support Program Award 

2006  4Culture Award for Innovation 

2006  Asian & Pacific Islander Artist Presenting Initiative Award 

2004  MIT Press TDR (The Drama Review) Graduate Student Essay Contest Winner 

2003  Jack Straw Productions New Media Gallery Award 

2002  Fukuoka Gendai Hogaku Festival Award 

1997  Jack Straw Productions Artist Support Program Award 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2023  National Endowment for the Arts for Dirty Laundry with Li Chiao-Ping Dance 

2023  McKnight Visiting Composer Residency and American Composers Forum 

2020–2021 McCarthy Center Community-Engaged Learning and Teaching Fellowship 

2020  NEFA National Theater Project Award for The Truer History of the Chan Family with Eugenie Chan 

2020  Jesuit Foundation Grant to research the musical requiem through Ignatian spirituality 

2016–2018 Doris Duke Charitable Foundation Building Demand for the Arts Grant with A.C.T. 

2016  USF Faculty Research and Equipment Grant 

2016   MAP Fund Grant for Port City 

2016  Artist Trust Fellowship 

2015  The William Penn Foundation Grant for Turbine 

2014  The Aaron Copland Fund for Music Grant for Turbine 

2014  New Music USA Project Grant for Turbine 

2012  NEFA National Theater Pilot Award for Stuck Elevator 

2011  CityArtists Project Award for Stuck Elevator 

2009  Creative Capital Award for Stuck Elevator 

2007  MAP Fund Grant for Kidnapping Water: Bottled Operas 

2006  Washington State Arts Commission Travel Grant to Hong Kong and Xi’an, China 

2006  Artist Trust GAP Grant 

2005  Meet the Composer Grant 

2004  American Composers Forum Subito Grant 

2003  Durfee Foundation ARC Grant for Two by Four 

2000–2002 Ford Foundation Fellowship 

1998  Artist Trust GAP Grant 

1996  Seattle Arts Commission Independent Artist Award 

1994  Darmstadt Institute Stipendpreis, Germany 
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RESEARCH LECTURES AND PANELS 

2024  St. Olaf College, “Arts & the Environment,” Northfield, MN 

2023  St. Olaf College, “Environmental Studies Artistic Practice,” 
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Aug 2021 Huma Ali, “Sonolocations intersects audio art and storytelling of the pandemic,” The Daily 

Nov 2020 Lucia Verzola, “USF community contributes to music video for voting,” San Francisco Foghorn 

May 2020 Lucy Gellman, “Arts & Ideas Gets An Activist Soundtrack,” New Haven Arts 

Jun 2020 Pendarvis Harshaw, “The Pandemic, the Protests and the Police,” KQED 

Mar 2020 Jady Ojiri, “Make The World Your Stage,” USF News 

Feb 2020 Christopher Arnott, “George Takei talks about his acting, writing and activism,” Hartford Courant 

Dec 2019 Manami Okazaki, “How Songs Became Powerful Weapons,” South China Morning Post 

Dec 2019 Kathy Leonard Czepiel, “Melodies and Movements,” Daily Nutmeg 

Oct 2019 Arvin Temkar, “United We Stand,” USF News 

May 2017 American Theatre Editors, “6 Theatre Workers You Should Know,” American Theatre Magazine 

Nov 2017 Rebecca Fischer, “Color, Water, Sound at Aster Montessori School,” Fischer Violin Blog 

Mar 2017 Robbie Harris, “New Theater Piece Explores Gun Violence,” WVTF 

Apr 2016 Ruby Lerner, “The Art School of the Future,” Creativez 

Sep 2015 Kelsey Menehan, “Commissioning Journeys: When the Place Shapes the Music,” Chorus America 

Jun 2015 David Patrick Stearns, “Getting Creative Down by the Riverside,” The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Jun 2013 Frank Rizzo “Chinese delivery man's nightmare to stage as Stuck Elevator,” Hartford Courant 

Apr 2013 Richard Connema, “A Fascinating Production of Stuck Elevator,” Talkin’ Broadway 

Apr 2013 Clinton Stark, “Trapped in an elevator for 81 hours,” Stark Insider 

Mar 2010 Bob Hicks, “Ten Tiny Taiko Dances: The First Steps,” ArtScatter 

Feb 2010 Michael Upchurch, “Spectrum’s latest show contemplates geopolitics,” The Seattle Times 

May 2010 Bob Hicks, “Recording Rhythms of Change,” ArtScatter 

Aug 2008 Gavin Borchert, “Water Music,” Seattle Weekly 

Oct 2006 Z.K. Slabý, Apokalyptický pohádkář ze zrezavělé lodi.” Unijazz Magazin 

May 2006 Christopher DeLaurenti, “Classical, jazz & avant: Byron Au Yong,” The Stranger 

May 2004 Joseph Dalton, “Chinese composers are making mark,” Albany Times Union 

Reviews 

Mar 2023 Joshua Kosman, “‘Snapshot’ offers a tantalizing glimpse of new operas in progress,” SF Chronicle 

Mar 2023 Nicholas Jones, “Another Snapshot of New Opera from West Edge,” San Francisco Classical Voice 

Sep 2018 Lily Janiak, “Cal Shakes The War of the Roses,” San Francisco Chronicle 

Jul 2015 Miriam Seidel, “Leah Stein, Dance Alchemist,” Miriam Seidel 

Jun 2015 Lewis Whittington, “Stein’s water-dances fuel Turbine,” The Dance Journal 

Jun 2015 David Patrick Stearns, “Turbine stirs voice and movement into water,” The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Aug 2014 Rebecca Romani, “
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Courses Taught 

Seattle University 
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ADDITIONAL TEACHING 

Workshop Leader 

2024  “Professional Development for Artists,” Strategic Planning Partners, UC Santa Cruz 

2023  “Memory, Music, and Mystery,” American Conservatory Theater, San Francisco CA 

2023  “Professional Development for Artists,” Strategic Planning Partners, Fort Myers FL 

2022  “Challenging Art,” Stanford ITALIC, Stanford CA 

2021  Dramatists Guild Institute Teach-In for Art & Healing, New York NY 

2020  “Cultivating Community,” Creative Capital and Kresge Foundation, Detroit MI 

2020  “Innovating and Creating,” Stanford ITALIC, Stanford CA 

2020  Activism in the Arts and Steps Toward the Future, Asian Musical Voices of America, online 

2020  “Activist Songbook,” International Festival of Arts & Ideas, New Haven CT 

2019  “Activist Songbook,” International Festival of Arts & Ideas, New Haven CT 

2019  “Activist Songbook,” Compassion Has No Walls, ICE Building, San Francisco CA 

2019  “Beyond the Practice Room: Strategies for Musicians, Mallarmé Chamber Players, Durham NC 

2018  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, FilmNorth, St. Paul MN 

2018  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, Kresge Foundation, Detroit MI 

2018  “Activist Songbook,” Asian American Film Festival, Philadelphia PA 

2018  “Activist Songbook,” Asian Arts Initiative, Philadelphia PA 

2017  “Composition Workshop,” Giant Steps Music Action Lab, San Francisco CA 

2017  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Webinar Online 

2016  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, Kresge Foundation, Detroit MI 

2016  “Beyond Butts in Seats,” Creative Capital Regional Retreat, San Francisco CA 

2016  “Professional Development,” Creative Capital Retreat, EMPAC, Troy NY 

2016  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Webinar Online 

2015  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, Cultural Council, Palm Beach FL 

2014  “Asian Men in the American Media,” Photo Center Northwest, Seattle WA 

2014  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, Kresge Foundation, Detroit MI 

2013  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, Pew Foundation, Philadelphia PA 

2013  “Professional Development,” Creative Capital Retreat, Williams College, Williamstown MA 

2012  “Social Media, Storytelling and Performance” with Jennifer Haley, Rutgers University, Newark NJ 

2012  “Composition Track,” Regional Taiko Gathering, Portland State University, Portland OR 

2012  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, Arts & Business Council, Nashville TN,  

  Beet Street, Fort Collins CO, Kresge Foundation, Detroit MI, Creative Alliance, New Orleans LA 

2012  “Internet for Artists” Creative Capital Workshop, 3Arts, Chicago IL 

2011  “Art Business Management” Creative Capital Workshop, MAP Fund, New York NY 

2011  Seven Ways to Develop Material,” North American Taiko Conference, Stanford University CA 

2010  “Chinese Drumming Patterns,” Regional Taiko Gathering, University of Washington, Seattle WA 

2009  “Seven Ways to Develop Material”, North American Taiko Conference, JACCC, Los Angeles CA 

2006  “Composing for Taiko,” North American Taiko Conference, St. Mary’s Academy, Portland OR 

2003–2004 “Songwriting,” New York City Center’s Encores! In Residence, New York NY 
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2018  McCarthy Center “Fighting for the Right to Vote, the Continuing Civil Rights” Presenter 

2018   Asian American Music Conference Organizer 

2018   Campus Activities Board “USF’s Got Talent” Judge 

2018  Chinese Percussion with “Dance Generators 10th Anniversary” Organizer 

2017  Chinese Percussion with “Performance Brigade to Rename Phelan to Toler Hall” Organizer 

Department 

  Seattle University 

2023–present Program Director for the MFA in Arts Leadership and BA in Interdisciplinary Arts—Arts Leadership 

2023–present Curriculum Assessment and Revision Working Group Organizer 

2023–present Adjunct Faculty Evaluation, Hiring, and Management ( 
 

University of San Francisco 

2021–2023 Program Director for Music 

2020–2023 Anti-racism and Equity Faculty Committee 

2019–2022
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2020  “George Takei and Byron Au Yong in Conversation” Arts & Ideas Leadership Award Moderator 

2012–2019 Velocity Dance Center Advisory Board 

2005–2016 Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience Advisory Board 

2018  Artist Trust Fellowship Peer Review Panelist 

2016  New Music USA Grant Peer Review Panelist 

2016  “Stars Above: Wrapped in Lullabies” Wing Luke Museum Exhibition Text Writer 

2015  Seattle Office of Arts & Culture Civic Partner Grant Peer Review Panelist 

2015  Cuyahoga County Creative Workforce Fellowship Peer Review Panelist 

2014  Chicago 3Arts Music Award Peer Review Panelist 

2014  Walter and Elise Hass Creative Work Fund Performing Arts Grant Peer Review Panelist 

2014  
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