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 Evidence of improvements in knowledge and understanding of domestic violence include: 
recognition of broader forms of behaviours that constitute abuse; increased empathy towards victims 
and knowledge of strategies and services to support those affected.  

 Evidence from young people, practitioners and local project outputs (such as films and postcards 
designed by young participants) demonstrate confident communication of key messages to wider 
audiences. 

 Evidence suggested that opportunities for primary participants to ‘cascade learning’ to their peers 
helped to embed their learning and strengthen their commitment to the issues addressed.  
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clarification about the project resources and expectations. It is suggested that in a project of this 





Evaluation of ‘the AVA Project’:  
Empowering young people to address domestic and sexual violence 

 

THE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 10 

1.9 The key change to the project (described in chapter 4) was the delivery of the project in five rather 
than six sites. This stemmed from the discontinuation of work in site six (one of the intended ‘youth 
leadership’ localities) where delivery of the project was halted after some initial development work but 
before any primary participants were fully engaged.  

1.10 In each site, young people were involved in two different ways: 

 Firstly, as ‘primary participants’ engaging in the group-work programme (model 1) or the youth 

leadership programme (model 2). 

 Secondly, as ‘secondary participants’ (sites one and two only): cohorts of young people who 

attended a six week awareness raising programme developed and delivered by primary 
participants in sites one and two (model 1). 

 Thirdly as ‘tertiary participants’: wider cohorts of young people were engaged through one-off 

contact with the project, as either recipients of individual peer awareness raising sessions, or as 
audiences and participants for resources and events delivered and developed by the ‘primary 
participants’. 

1.11 The original bid outlined an aim to engage 88 primary or secondary participants and 300 tertiary 
participants. 

The evaluation  

1.12 The International Centre: researching child sexual exploitation, violence and trafficking , University of 
Bedfordshire was commissioned to undertake a small scale evaluation (£17,000 over three years) to 
help identify evidence of the project’s intended outcomes and learning from the process. 

1.13 A number of evaluation questions were initially identified by AVA under five themes: reach; impact; 
implementation; partnership working and sustainability. 
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should be considered with the caveat that it is indicative evidence only and no longer- term follow up 
has been possible.   
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3. CONTEXT: Policy and literature 

3.1 For the purposes of this report the following definitions of domestic and sexual violence (DSV) have 
been used:  

Domestic violence: Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening 

behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are, or have been, intimate 
partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. The abuse can encompass, but is 
not limited to: psychological; physical; sexual; financial; emotional. (Home Office, 2016) 
 
Sexual violence: The term sexual violence incorporates any behaviour that is perceived to be of a 
sexual nature, which is unwanted or takes place without consent or understanding (DHSSPSNI 
2008). 
 

3.2 This section provides a brief overview of the policy context and ‘headline’ findings from academic 
literature about the involvement of children and young people in efforts to prevent DSV (involving peer 
mentoring and/or peer leadership programmes).  

Domestic and sexual violence policy and service context 

3.3 The last five years have seen an increased interest in issues relating to DSV among adolescents 
reflected in high profile media, research, inquiries and policy work (see for example Barter et al. 2011; 
Firmin, 2011; Beckett et al., 2013; Berelowitz et al., 2013; Barter et al., 2015).  

3.4 Studies highlight that:  

 Two thirds (65.9%) of contact sexual abuse experienced by children up to age17 was perpetrated 
by someone under18 (Radford et al 2011) 

 A quarter of Barnardo’s sexual exploitation service users were abused by their peers (2011) 

 Almost a third of 16-18-year-old girls say they’ve been subjected to unwanted sexual touching in 
UK schools (EVAW 2010) 

 One in five girls (aged 14 – 17) in England have suffered physical violence from their boyfriend and 
more than four in ten have experienced sexual coercion (Barter et al., 2015). 

3.5 Related policy and research developments include: the publication of high profile reviews and inquiries 
into child sexual exploitation (see for example Berelowitz et al., 2013; Coffey, 2014; Jay, 2014) and 
increased recognition of intimate partner violence and abuse (IPVA) in young people’s relationships 
(Home Office, 2015). In addition the government definition of ‘domestic violence’ has been amended 
to include 16 and 17 year olds (Home Office, 2013); ‘child sexual abuse’ has been defined by central 
government as a national threat, and the first parliamentary inquiry into the scale and impact of sexual 
harassment and sexual violence in schools has been launched (Women and Equalities Committee: 
2016).. 

3.6 Concurrently there is evidence that the number of projects across the UK working with young people 
and aiming to prevent DSV is growing (Ellis 2004; Stanley et al. 2015a. 2015b). However, robust and 
longitudinal evaluations of these projects are limited and there is no consensus on ‘what works’ 
(Humphrey et al., 2008; Stanley et. al. 2015a, 2015b). 
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3.30 There was very little literature identified which considered young people’s role in influencing policy and 
service design/delivery in relation to DSV. Houghton (2015) provides an exception to this and explores 
examples of young people’s 
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4. LOCAL SITE CONTEXTS  

4.1 The following section provides a descriptive overview of the five active project sites where the project 
was delivered (listed according to the two project models they were aligned to). Some details of site 
six are provided where work was planned but not delivered. Figure 1 on the previous page also 
provides a comparative overview of key characteristics of sites.  

Model 1: Peer Education 

Two sites (one and two) delivered model 1: ‘Peer Education. Both were a single local centre-based 
project, which were part of Platform 51, a national network of organisations supporting young women. 
The overarching aim of this model was to focus on improving participants’ emotional wellbeing and 
awareness of DSV. This was undertaken in both sites through the local development of accredited 
structured group-work (aiming to engage four young women per site) and, following completion, 
support for these participants to design and deliver a peer education programme to other young 
people (secondary participants). Additional supplementary activities were also developed in each site.   

Site one: overview 

4.2 Site one was a centre-based project in a small town in the rural south of England. It had dedicated 
premises, including a crèche. It provided a range of services for young women and recruited 
participants to the project primarily through its existing cohort of young women. The project was 
initially delivered by a project worker with support from the centre manager. However, due to changes 
to the project’s personnel, additional support was also provided by a volunteer and a project/finance 
officer who took on active roles delivering the project. The centre manager and volunteer’s 
involvement remained a consistent presence throughout.  

4.3 The project built on existing work in site one which had considerable experience of running both 
accredited peer mentoring projects and working with young women to address domestic violence. The 
centre manager described it as “quite a usual piece of work for us”. She noted that experiencing or 

witnessing domestic violence was a prominent presenting issue for their service users. 

4.4 Nine young women (‘primary participants), aged 17– 22 years were recruited onto the project in site 
one and completed the group-work programme. Five additional places for participants were supported 
(beyond the four planned) by additional local fundraising which covered associated costs. Eight of the 
primary participants we4(w)26(o)-560003>-8(4(w)(E)-6(i)5(g)13(h)-8(t)-4( )17(o)13(f)-4( )-4(t)-(r)7( )-4(a)-8( )-4(p)13(e)-8yo)13(n)-8(d4>-862.424 )-4(vi)26(o)-8(l)5(e)-81use
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4.6 Site two was also a centre-
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4.19 Project delivery was undertaken via weekly sessions, outside of a classroom environment, led by the 
project worker. They included a range of activities including: drama, discussion groups, art and written 
work. Outputs included presentations at a local authority Youth Summit, the production of a film, a 
photography project and sessions led by the young people in a local primary school.   

4.20 





‘Site’ No. of 
delivery 
projects 

Lead local partner Timing: project 
implementation 

Number of 
primary 
participants* 

Model Additional secondary 
participants 

Accreditation  

Site one – 
Kent 
 

1 National young 
women’s third 
sector org. 

April 2013 –
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5. FINDINGS: Engagement 
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designed to engage a diverse range of young people – recognising different services had particular 
experience with distinct groups of young people. 

5.5 Model 1: Plans for recruiting participants to the peer education projects (site one and two) took place 

through Platform 51’s existing networks. Targeted service users included young parents; those not in 
education, employment or training; those at risk of exclusion, and BME young women, all of whom 
formed a core component of existing Platform 51 service users in each site. These intentions are 
reflected in the project’s demographic data4. 

5.648>-8<0047>13<0003>-4<004C>5<0051>-8<0003>-4<0057x1 62.424 748.06 Tm
0 g
-8(c)24(1)-8(:)-14( )] TJ
ET
BT
/F1 11.04 Tf
1 0 0 1 110.-4<0057x1 62.
[(P)-6(l)5(a)13(n)-8(s )17(f)-4(o)-8(r)7( )-4(r)7(e)-8(cr)7(u)-8(i)26ex
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5.22 Arguably this is an area that justifies further exploration – both in terms of the experiences of few male 
primary participants (6% n=5) 
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6. FINDINGS: Impact on participant wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.1 An anticipated outcome of the project was that “young people directly taking part in the project report 
improved emotional wellbeing and peer support”. The key question relating to this impact theme was: 

Whether and in what ways the project: 

 Enhances young people’s wellbeing 
 

6.2 Available data indicated that across the five sites, at the outset of the project, mental health and 
emotional wellbeing were a significant issue for a majority of project participants, as described in 
section 5. 15.  

6.3 Young people across all five sites commonly identified three main related ways in which the project 
benefitted their emotional wellbeing. These can be characterised as: improved confidence and self-
efficacy; improved social networks; and increased access to further opportunities (including training, 
employment and education and support). The evidence for these outcomes was strongly supported by 
practitioners and where captured, external stakeholders known to the young people.  

6.4 Outcomes 
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something, was really good and then to hear from the youth work staff a few weeks later, 
how her behaviour and everything has totally changed since that weekend.“ (Project 
coordinator)  

6.12 As indicated by the quote above, an associated outcome was evidence that for some young people 
involvement in the project increased their sense of self-efficacy – the belief that they had the ability to 
affect change for themselves or others. This was associated with aspects of the project that sought to 
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“I think it's a lot more than just about domestic violence. For a lot of us it was like a support 
unit as well, to bring people out of their shells and being more confident with some of them.” 
(Young person, site five). 
 
“[I know] that I'm not alone, that there’s other people that have been through the same thing 
as you.” (Young person, site three)  
 
“We now socialise outside of the group and bonded through learning together and 
experiencing things in the group together.” (Young person, site three) 
 
“I would definitely recommend young people get involved in a project like this! You will meet 
like-minded, lovely people and you will gain the skills and confidence to achieve the things 
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“I have learnt to have confidence in myself and my delivery and content of my sessions. 
That I can work well in a team, organise my work and work for deadlines. I hope to use all I 
have learnt in my new job in a secondary school, especially the peer mentoring to try and 
help as many young people that I can.” (Case study K, site one) 
 
“I’m a lot more confident and it’s helped me to be where I want to be in my career, like I said 
earlier about I’ve got a job now. I guess in a way it’s kind of pushed me.” (Young person, 

Site two) 
 
“O
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7. FINDINGS: Impact on participant knowledge and understanding 
of domestic and sexual violence 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7.1 A key anticipated benefit of participation in the project, as stated in the initial funding application, was 
that “young people directly taking part .. and their peers demonstrate improved understanding of 
domestic and sexual violence, accessing support and advising friends”. The key question relating to 

this impact theme was: 

Whether and in what ways the project: 

 improves young people’s awareness and understanding of domestic and sexual violence  

 

7.2 Across the five sites and multiple stakeholders (participants, practitioners, campaign audience 
members, partners) evidence was identified demonstrating that a significant majority of participants 
had increased knowledge and understanding of DSV as a result of participation in the project. A 
summary of this evidence shows that:  

 88% of primary participants whose knowledge was measured using the DV Learning Scale 
(n=32) show improved awareness, confidence and understanding of domestic violence as result 
of participation in the project. Of the remaining 12% (n=4), 5 demonstrated no change (less than 
+/- 1) and one showed a dip in score. 

 The majority of participants identified improved knowledge of domestic violence as a key 
outcome of on-going involvement in the project through focus groups, case studies and 
feedback forms.  

 Local project outputs, developed and delivered by participants (films, presentations, exhibitions 
and research) and reviewed by the evaluators, were judged to demonstrate sound knowledge of 
domestic violence and confidence communicating key messages with others. 

 Practitioner and project partners support these findings, describing primary participants’ 
‘significantly improved knowledge of domestic violence’ and their confidence to communicate 
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before. I just thought it was just said person was just insecure or something, but no it was 
actually quite unhealthy. It got me out of that.“ (Focus group: site five) 
 

7.8 Further evidence of participants’ understanding of the ‘signs’ of domestic violence were also 
demonstrated through the outputs produced by young people in each site, including events attended 
by members of the evaluation team (See for example site one: Postcard campaign; site two: Power-
point presentation and script; site three, four and five : Films10) 

Recognition of broader forms of behaviours that can constitute domestic 
violence and the complexities  

7.9 A related finding was that involvement in the project increased participants’ understanding of the 
variety of forms domestic violence may take and challenged the normalisation of patterns of abuse. 
More specifically the project clearly challenged common misunderstandings, cited within wider 
research (Carlsen and Wodden, 2006; Reid et al., 2014) that domestic violence is characterised by the 
presence of physical violence. Evidence collected in each site demonstrated how the project enabled 
participants to challenge and question this idea and recognise other forms of coercive control such as 
economic abuse. 

“Certain things that you knew about that you didn’t think were domestic violence but now 
you know…Like what people go through, -your friends and now you know what it actually is 
and that it’s not normal….actually I don’t think [before the project] I knew much. I thought it 
was normal to be like that.” (Focus group, site four) 
 
“I thought it was just hitting, I thought domestic abuse was just like smacking. Especially I 
didn't know that so many people had gone through it as well.” (Focus group, site five) 
 
 “I really didn’t know much about it, all I thought was just that they talk to you like crap and 
push you around, where it’s not really like that 'cause it can be everything. Like if they don’t 
give you money…” (Focus group, site two) 
 
“When we learned about how many types of violence there were. It’s like people don’t 
realise how many points in life that people can target you on, it’s like people only think “oh 
yeah, if they hit me then that’s abuse but he hasn’t hit me so he isn't abusing me”. But 
there’s like, there’s loads of things that they can do to hide the fact that they’re being violent, 
if you're not aware of it.” (Focus group, site two) 

7.10 

http://www.preventionplatform.co.uk/
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Site one: Case study: young people’s role in designing peer education 

As part of the development of a peer education programme, peer educators from site one discussed 
the challenges of talking about sensitive subject matter with other young people. They identified the 
potential for inhibition or discomfort, and the particular relevance of these concerns for those from a 
local BME community. They subsequently developed an innovative strategy to address this by 
focusing the awareness raising sessions they designed around two fictional characters. Peer 
educators produced life size dolls of the two characters and developed a story about domestic 
violence which was revealed to participants in weekly instalments as part of the sessions. 
Observations by practitioners and young people highlighted the value of the dolls in both creating a 
‘safe space’ using ‘third person’ narratives and engaging participants through the use of characters 
whose stories they were observed to invest in.  

Summary reflections: factors which support or hinder improved understanding 
of domestic and sexual violence  

7.17 It would appear that despite diverse contexts, delivery styles and activities each site was successful in 
improving participants’ knowledge and understanding of domestic violence and disseminating learning 
to wider groups of young people. While detailed analysis of the mechanisms which supported this 
learning is not possible, eight common themes were identified by young people and practitioners. 
These pertained to elements of the project which they felt supported this learning. These are:  

 Existing organisational and staff expertise [(a)-8(r)7(e)] TJ
ET
BT
1 0 072.06 Tm
0.243 0.318 0.314 0oh(o)13(f)-25( p)13(a)--10(c)acha
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 “When they [young people] were on their residential, one of the quotes that will stick with 
me is “David Cameron doesn't give a shit about us, so why are we bothering to learn about 
this because no-one wants to hear our voice?” (Project coordinator) 

8.4 For young people characterised as marginalised (who the project targeted) opportunities to exert 
influence beyond immediate familial or social sphere may also be particularly limited (Bay and 
Blekesaune, 2002).  

8.5 In all five sites, young people participated in activities which aimed to promote skills and knowledge for 
campaigning and influencing. These included leadership and multi-media communication skills, 
subject specific knowledge and improved political awareness. In sites one and two (model 1) this work 
primarily focused on influencing peers. However both sites also undertook additional activities which 
directly sought to raise awareness among policy makers, project managers and the wider public. This 
was undertaken through presentations to local policy makers (site two) and developing an exhibition to 
raise public awareness and understanding of domestic violence (site one).  

8.6 Model 2 ‘youth leadership’ (sites three, four, and five) explicitly supported young people to develop 

knowledge and skills to influence those responsible for developing and delivering young people’s 
services. In partnership with a facilitator from Chilypep, each site engaged a cohort of young people in 
workshops focusing on leadership and influencing skills (sites four and five delivered these during a 
weekend residential). This included supporting young people through a practical process of designing 
their own ‘campaign’ to address DSV within their local area. This process was designed to provide 
participants with a strong sense of ownership over the project and enable them to inform the 
subsequent direction and activities of the project. 

“I think the first group that they did, they developed their action plan and what they came up 
with was this idea of a PPI campaign, which stands for Protect, Promote and Improve, so 
protect young people, promote positive relationships and improve services, so that became 
their campaign and I think everything we’ve done since then has been under the banner of 
that.”  (External stakeholder, referral organisation, site three) 

8.7 In total 39 young people across sites three, four …4, and 5 completed these workshops and 
evidenced their knowledge and skills through achievement of an ASDAN accreditation in youth 
leadership. 

8.8 Evidence for young people’s increased capacity (skills and knowledge) to exert influence and 
understanding of policy structures and processes was also evidenced within qualitative data from 
focus groups, case studies and interviews. Specifically this data highlighted participants’ increased 
understanding of local and national political structures, and direct contact with these structures.  

“Even though the training itself wasn’t overly exciting, I still enjoyed going. I learned a lot 
about domestic abuse in general, services available for people suffering from abuse, 
different campaigning methods and how to deliver focus groups. I had the opportunity to 
travel to London to visit the Houses of Parliament which was amazing, got to speak to 
people about the work that the group was doing and even got to know some very strong 
minded lovely people.” (Case study 2, site three) 
 
“I think they have learned over the course of the project, that their voices are being heard, 
even if it’s just within the school context but I think they are understanding that it is wider 
than that, I was always really careful to tell them when I was going to speak to the Home 
Office or whatever it might be, that I was using their voice and their experience as my basis 
of what I was saying.” (Project coordinator) 

8.9 For 12?young people in site three, these skills were supplemented by an opportunity to develop 
research skills through the design and implementation of a project involving survey, focus group and 
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interview methods, undertaken with support from a volunteer evaluator (see 8.14 for further details). 
Additional multi-media campaigning skills (film-making and photography) were also developed by 
participants in sites one, three, four and five, all of whom worked with professional photographers or 
film-makers to develop outputs.  

8.10 Over the course of the project, in all five sites, young people’s developing skills and knowledge could 
be seen to help shift their relationship with the issue of domestic violence. Using a model for 
evaluating influence and advocacy proposed by Parish (no date) this movement can be characterised 
as a shift from: ‘unengaged’ (don’t know (or care) about the issue), to ‘aware’ (know about the issue); 
to ‘allies’ (individuals willing and able to take action on the issue when asked). For all primary 
participants involved in influencing activities (with peers, policy makers or practitioners) there is 
evidence that they made the shift to allies (n=50). In a smaller number of identifiable cases (n=3) there 
was also evidence of young people moving into the role of ‘champions’ (individuals willing to work on 
the issue on their own impetus). These were young people who actively sought further opportunities to 
address domestic violence as a result their engagement with the project, through additional 
volunteering opportunities11.  

Resources designed and led by young people  

8.11 In each of the five sites young people developed outputs in the form of presentations and/or multi-
media campaign tools (photography exhibitions; postcards; films and research reports) that sought to 
raise awareness and understanding of domestic violence among wider groups of stakeholders. In the 
majority of cases the primary audiences for these outputs were other young people (see section 7.14) 
but in the majority of sites (n=4) professionals and those delivering services were also specifically 
targeted (see 8.12 for further details).  

Contexts in which young people have the potential to influence service delivery 

8.12 Alongside the need for young people to have skills and knowledge about how to influence service 
delivery, and produce outputs to support this, exerting influence also relies on the creation of contexts 
which bring young people (or their perspectives through outputs) into direct contact with those 
responsible for service design and delivery. This was evidenced across all five sites and a total of 49 
young people (82% of primary participants) were involved in activities which brought them face to face 
with policy makers. This provided opportunities for them to voice their opinions and recommendations 
for improving service responses to DSV. 

Event Site No. of (unique) young 
people involved 

Presentation to local practitioners and LSCB 2 4 
Trip to Houses of Parliament and Q&A with local MP 3 6 
‘Big conversation’ event 3 8 
Conference presentation – personal testimony 3 4 
Research Presentations  3 2 
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 Training development and delivery 

 Preventative work with children and young people, including a commitment to the use of 
participatory methodologies  

 Resource production (see for example www.preventionplatform.co.uk) 

Added value: expertise, resources and influence 

9.3 The evidence suggests that AVA have been well placed to lead and coordinate the project and their 
organisational expertise and position within the sector added value to the project in the following ways:  

 utilising, or adapting existing resources (such as AVA’s domestic violence awareness raising 
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reliance on a single individual (rather than wider organisational capacity) can arguably be seen as a 
key risk and should be considered as a potential weakness in the project structure.  

9.9 The complexity and multi-site nature of the project resulted in diverse and at times considerable 
coordination and management needs from local sites. Levels of knowledge and skill among project 
personnel varied considerably, both within and between different sites.  

9.10 This diversity resulted in variable needs for the project coordinator’s support and different expectations 
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9.17 For some of those who weren’t involved in the initial bid writing the complexity of the project structure 
and/or a lack of effective communication about the project, appear to have presented challenges to 
them gaining a clear understanding of the project’s aims and expectations. This may have limited the 
potential of developing a clear shared vision across diverse projects and sites (see section 9.11).  

Funding structure and security  

9.18 In each of the sites limitations of funding and resources presented challenges for project delivery. This 
was particularly significant when local partners’ core funding was threatened and staff’s time was 
reduced or attention re-directed towards fundraising activities. This may be an inevitable consequence 
of any project whose funding structure is activity based and does not include core organisational 
funding for partners. An associated issue was staff turnover. In particular, for a lead member of staff in 
site one the impending project closure meant they needed to identify alternative employment prior to 
completion of the project. 

9.19 Each of the project partners (and the project coordinator) identified that the initial resources for 
delivery of the project did not fully meet some of the unexpected needs which emerged during the 
course of the project.  

“What we didn't account into with the funding is staff hours, as in we've got the face to face 
work, but me and [project worker] have done loads of additional work. 
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A flexible responsive project design (and associated funding)  

9.33 A number of practitioners noted the value of flexibility and trust from the project coordinator in enabling 
the project to evolve and adapt to the needs of different (and sometimes changing) local cohorts. This 
was identified as a useful mechanism for enabling project delivery in diverse, changing and sometimes 
challenging contexts.  

9.34 This was also noted to support young people’s own innovation and facilitate opportunities for them to 
take control. Crucially young people and staff from local sites were allowed to retain editorial control 
and ownership of the resources they produced or training they delivered. This resulted in a diverse 
range of resources being produced which reflected the authentic ‘voice’ of five distinct groups of young 
people.  

9.35 However, as noted above (see section 9.28) this openness created anxiety for some practitioners who 
sought further clarity and focus within a broad, flexible project. 

9.36 An associated point was the duration of the project (three years) which presented both opportunities 
and challenges. On the plus side this appeared to allow the project to evolve and respond to young 
people’s ideas. However it was also described by one practitioner as creating potential for ‘drift’. 
Sustaining engagement of participants over this period of time was undoubtedly challenging, 
particularly given that young people faced considerable competing priorities and transitions during this 
time (for example moving into education, employment or parenthood). Acknowledging these as 
unavoidable aspects of the project allowed projects to develop successful strategies for responding to 
this (such as the rolling recruitment model mentioned in section 9.25 above).  

National/ local media and political interest 

9.37 The project coincided with a significant increase in national media and political interest in addressing 
both DSV among children and young people. In this sense the project was timely and a number of 
additional opportunities for influencing or partnerships seemed to be associated with this wider interest 
and may have contributed to a climate of greater openness for initiatives addressing these issues.  

9.38 Interestingly despite this interest, young people who took part in the project reported limited 
opportunities to engage in dialogue with their peers about these issues prior to involvement in the 
project. The lack of alternative provision for young people to access DSV knowledge, coupled with the 
direct relevance of the issues for many participants were identified as important motivating factors for 
engagement and the project clearly responded to an important need among these groups of young 
people. 

9.39 A related point was that in at least one area, intense media scrutiny and political interest relating to 
historical sexual exploitation was felt to contribute to a culture of risk aversion which impeded the 
organisation of young people’s local influencing and engagement work (site three).   
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10.8 Other important factors which supported the achievement of project’s aims (at both central and local 
levels) included:  

 a commitment to participatory practice  

 additional 'added value' opportunities identified 

 participants’ experience direct and tangible evidence of their influence within the lifespan of the 
project 

 strong strategic networks through which to disseminate young people’s work and enable them to 
exert influence; and  

 a framework for accrediting young people’s work.  

10.9 Finally it is important to note that the project met a significant and widely shared interest among young 
people to learn more about DSV and to support their peers to stay safe and/or access support.  
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