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Transnational marriage abandonment (TMA) is the 
deliberate abandonment or ‘stranding’ of a woman 
in her country of origin by her husband and/or his 
family who return(s) and remain(s) in the UK. 
On 31 January 2024, new immigration rules come 
into force that allow victims of TMA to apply to 
re-enter the UK. Before this, protections for victims 
of domestic abuse under the immigration rules 
only applied to those inside the UK thus preventing 
victims of TMA from returning and exercising their 
legal rights under family and immigration laws.
This webinar will draw upon Prof Anitha’s research 
on the phenomenon of transnational marriage 
abandonment to highlight the issues facing 
abandoned women and the rights they are denied 
because of this form of abuse. 
The webinar will also cover the new immigration 
rules and guidance relating to victims of 
transnational marriage abandonment and give tips 
to frontline professionals working with abandoned 
women to assist in handling these di�cult cases.
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Professor Sundari Anitha has researched 
and published widely across the two areas of 
violence against women and girls (including 
domestic violence, forced marriage, dowry abuse, 
transnational marriage abandonment), and gender, 
race and ethnicity in employment relations. 
She previously managed a Women’s Aid refuge 
for survivors of domestic violence and has been 
involved in policy-making and activism to address 
violence against women for over 25 years.
Shakila Taranum Maan is Head of Legal Services & 
Community Engagement at Southall Black Sisters, 
who have been challenging domestic & gendered 
violence in London and nationally since 1979. 
Shakila has delivered training and ensures 
comprehensive safety plans, case strategies, legal 
and emotional support for SBS service users. She 
won the Emma Humphry’s award for exemplary 
advocacy. She also created SBS’ iconic banners.
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